2021 Gum Dippers Dues
Jan. 1, 2021 – Dec 31, 2021

This cover letter is your dues notice for which covers the annual
GumDippers membership for you and your spouse for 2021. Please
detach this page and return with your $20 check.
We publish and mail four newsletters annually and our spring newsletter includes a
complete membership roster tool to enable Gum Dippers to keep in touch with old
friends and associates.
We certainly encourage attendance at our reunion, but it is not a prerequisite to be
a member of the GumDippers. Many members tell us that the roster and
newsletters alone are a bargain at $20.00.
Please help us continue to grow by paying your dues promptly.
Please assist us in keeping the roster current particularly phone numbers & email addresses. Report any changes (only) below and return the form to Russ
Burr.
Name
Spouse
Complete the following----- ONLY IF THERE IS A CHANGE!!
Address
City, State, Zip
Home Phone#
Cell Phone#
E-Mail address
Please remove this page and mail along with your check for $20.00 payable to
The Gum Dippers, as soon as possible to:
The Gum Dippers
c/o Mr. Russell Burr P.O. Box 189Tarpon Springs, FL. 34688

The GumDippers
Winter Newsletter 2020
GOODWILL…IS IN THE SOULS OF
ALL MEN AND MOVES US TO GIVE CHEERFULLY

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to GumDippers of All Ages

2021 GUM DIPPER REUNION –next year ready to go!
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7th THRU SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 th, 2021
This gives you almost a year to make plans so no excuses about notification!!

Joe Venezia, President of Bridgestone Retail Operations will our guest
speaker next year at the 2021 reunion– he will be fantastic!

Our Hospitality Suite in 2019, was as usual always
busy with members interacting, enjoying free snacks,
beer, non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages, plus
coffee, donuts, fruit and Danish in the mornings. Sue
and Bob Meyer and beverage chairperson Russ Burr
set us up with the finest wines, alcoholic beverages,
beers, soft drinks, bottled water and snacks.

We also had a free sandwich buffet available on Friday afternoon. Bob and Sue were assisted by
members of the Committee, Vin & Ann Donovan, Russ Burr, Ritch & Chris Mucciolo, Emily
Lance, Dave & Mabel Wonsetler, John & Glenna Johnsen, Nancy & Jim Spencer, Sandra
& Richard White, and Rhonda & Gary Ferestad.
In addition, we had volunteers that made this an easy reunion freeing committee member up to
do other things and get a break. We thank those volunteers for giving their time to help us and
make this a truly fun reunion. Among them were the Kathy & Bill Northey, Ted & Sue Welsh,
and Betty & Eli Neidert. They were of valuable and much needed assistance. Volunteers give
the committee a break filling in for them at the registration desk. They also get the benefit of
meeting everyone that checks in during their shift.
Don’t tell us next year that you did not have enough time to plan for it! Start planning now
for 2021, WE ARE! The committee starts planning next the year while we are at the current
year’s reunion and in this case a year prior.
On Saturday, 57 members boarded buses in the morning
in front of our hotel to be transported to the Florida
Aquarium where lunch vouchers were provided so that
members could eat
at their leisure.
Everyone had a
great time, and
many fell asleep on
the bus on the
return trip.
Saturday night our Banquet was held in the Grand
Ballroom at the Sheraton Sand Key Hotel with a one-hour
cocktail reception starting at six, and a fabulous dinner,
with entertainment and dance music by The At Large Band starting at seven.

The Cocktail Party was followed by our banquet. RICHARD MUCCIOLO opened the event
welcoming all with some unusual comments. He normally just briefly welcomes all.

Reunion welcome comments
Good evening and thank you for attending our 39th reunion.
I rarely say more than a few welcome words at our banquets,
however tonight I have something important to tell you. this
year we have the smallest attendance since 2002, when we
only had 325 total members and 51 of us met at the old
Holiday Inn just across the bridge on clearwater beach. We
met at the Sheraton on Long Boat Key in 2003… the turnout
was enormous, and the hotel was too small. Many members
had to stay at hotels far away, the dining room and
hospitality suites were inadequate. we moved to sand key in
2004 and 202 members showed up. We have come here
since. We came here because they allowed us to stock the hospitality suite with our own snacks
and beverages without charge, something most hotels will not do, and it is a magnificent resort
with plenty of room and great facilities. 244 members came to our 30 th anniversary reunion in
2010. This year we have 122 members, with 158 last year. our roster has over 1350 total
members, 950 actives. If this trend continues, we will have to make some serious decisions as the
hotel expects more attendance, as do we! Next year will be our 40 th reunion. We will be here the
weekend of October 23rd…mark your calendar. Every April we publish the roster and mail it to
all members. Our membership has stabilized, many are older and no longer travel and we
desperately need new members. When you get the roster please review it and if you know people
that are not on the roster, give them a call and ask them to join the gum dippers for a small $20
fee. promote our benefits and ask friends who are not here to do the same thing. As we come to
the end of this perfect weekend, I would like to ask you all a favor. When you get the roster in
April, start calling your friends and acquaintances and ask them if they are coming to the next
reunion and keep calling them from April to august to sign up. You can certainly tell them what
a great bargain this is. Ask your friends who are not here to do the same. We are all members of
this one-of-a-kind great group. We have a small committee that do all the work getting you a
quarterly newsletter, collecting dues, managing the roster, planning the reunion, staffing the
hospitality suite, buying all the beverages and snacks and bringing them here, setting up the suite
for you, booking the hotel, setting up the barbeque, banquet, breakfasts and a buffet lunch and
getting them paid for, getting the prizes, coordinating a speaker from Bridgestone, and
participate financially and on and on…one of our members years ago innocently said to me, “I
can’t believe how you guys do all this for $20 a year’. We don’t!!
It does not happen by itself it is a monumental job. we do it because we believe in the gum
dippers. all of you can make phone calls…we no longer have Don Olson who was so dedicated
and made 250 calls a year asking members if they were coming to the reunions. we ask you to
sign up for our telephone committee. contact Tom Markferding the chairman, in the next
months. his info is on the last page of all the newsletters in the committee section. We need all of

you to help us grow and keep our reunions alive, we cannot do it alone…. think about 122 of you
calling friends … We need that help. it is crucial that you know the facts and help us if you want
us to continue…here are the people that do it all. Will the committee members please stand?
Thank you and TO START THE FESTIVITIES HERE
IS VINNY DONOVAN. VINCE DONOVAN offered
the opening invocation.
Dancing and entertainment followed throughout the
evening with dance music by the At Large Band who
will return in 2021.
We thank all of the sponsors and benefactors who give
so much of themselves and the gifts, dinners and prizes
supplied by them, to help make our Reunion a great success.

NEXT YEARS REUNION
Unfortunately, 2019 was the smallest turnout we had for our reunion since 2002. If this
trend were to continue it would put our reunions in jeopardy as we need large attendance to make
it work. We are hoping that attendance will
begin to rise as more new retirees join the
Gum Dippers. We hope that Bridgestone
will include a Gum Dipper application with
packet they send to all retirees in January as
they have done the past few years. This is a
three or four-day mini vacation where your
meals & cocktails (a full-scale barbecue with
a roast pig and just about everything else you
might want on Friday and a magnificent
gourmet banquet on Saturday), are paid for
by our sponsors. Everyone gets a gift. The Hospitality Suite is stocked with the finest premium:
alcoholic beverages, wine, beer, soda, water, mixers and tons of snacks which are also free for
you during its open hours which are the greater part of the day. Coffee, fruit, donuts and Pastry
are served on Friday and Saturday mornings. A buffet lunch is served on Friday. If you want to
make it a full vacation the hotel provides rooms at the same discount rate, we get for three days
prior and three days after the reunion.
The room rate for 2021 will be $172.00 per night plus taxes.
Joe Venezia, President of Bridgestone Retail Operations will be our guest speaker next year
– he will be fantastic!

WHY DO WE KEEP COMING BACK TO CLEARWATER???
The Sheraton Sand Key has been our choice to hold the Gum Dipper Reunion for the last
15 years because it offers the Reunion members many pluses. They provide discounted room
rates that are difficult to get at a beach resort in Florida. The Rates are extended for those that
come early or want to stay late. The location is excellent for sightseeing, shopping, recreation,
restaurants for dining and in addition, hotels will not provide us with a hospitality room and
allow us to bring in without a charge, our own wine, beer, liquor, snacks, etc. With the help
of BFS we have been able to establish a great relationship. They look forward to our coming
every October. In addition to what the wonderful facilities offer the Tampa Bay area is a
magnificent resort area and destination point. The Sheraton Sand key is part of all the activity in
the Clearwater beach area. Just to the north is the main Clearwater beach strip with its boat rides
restaurants and souvenir shops. The Beach Jolly Trolley Ride is a stop at the hotel that will take
you on a great tour on a complimentary ride by the Sheraton, including a stop at the now famous,
Clearwater Aquarium, the home of the now famous dolphin “Winter” where two major films
were made. The Sheraton is also very close to St Petersburg where you can visit the new Dali
Museum, the historic Vinoy Hotel and now the racing site for the Firestone Grand Prix. To the
south is Sarasota another fine resort and shopping dining area. WE COULD GO ON AND ON
AS TO WHY WE CONTINUE TO RETURN TO THE SAND KEY, WHY NOT COME ON
DOWN AND SEE FOR YOUR SELF.
WHY ARE WE CALLED THE GUM DIPPERS?
We are called the Firestone Gum Dippers.
Do we all know where this name came from?
Gum Dipping was a process that Firestone used in
the manufacture of tires. Much of the credit for
Firestones technological base goes to Chemist
John W. Thomas. Thomas was hired as the
company’s first research director in 1908. His
work was so respected that Thomas eventually led
the corporation as its president and later as
chairman of the board. One key development
under Thomas’s leadership was the process of GUM-DIPPING cord fabric. In 1915, the search
for increased tire strength led to the first experiments using cord fabric for tire plies instead of
the square-woven cloth previously used. More flexible and resilient, cords proved a great
improvement, doubling a tire’s life. However, internal friction created intense heat buildup,
which caused the tire to separate. This could be a major disaster. We found this out again in later
years with steel cord. In 1920, Firestone’s engineers finally perfected a method of “GUMDIPPING” cords to completely impregnate them with rubber, insulating them against heat
build-up and ply separation and increasing the life of the tire. One good turn deserved another
and along with dramatically improving tire wear and resiliency. “GUM-DIPPING” allowed for
another major Firestone first, the balloon, or low-pressure tire. Softer balloon tires made the hard
tire casing a thing of the past. Within a few years Firestone’s balloon tire was the standard tire

for the world. All Firestone tires were branded “GUM DIPPED” for years and years. Are they
are still branded “GUM DIPPED”? Take a look!
Our group was originally called the “Twenty Year Club” when first organized in 1980, as you
had to have been a Firestone employee that long. They began to refer to themselves as the Gum
Dippers in some of the literature starting with a post reunion newsletter on November 1, 1984. In
1992 they started to call themselves the Gum Dippers.” The name “Gum Dippers” first appeared
on our letterhead in 1995.

THE CHANGING FACE OF OUR STORES

New Albany Indiana

New City, NY

New Rochelle, NY

Good management is no less personal than it ever was, but in a business of any size a
certain amount of judgment and executive duty simply must be delegated, and unless the
delegates have pay commensurate with their abilities and responsibilities, they are bound
to become time-servers, and the business will go to ruin. Harvey Firestone

“You cannot get around difficulties. You have to overcome them.” Harvey Firestone

ARE YOUR DUES PAST DUE FOR 2020?
If your 2020 dues have not been paid, please send your $20 check immediately, along
with your $20, 2021 dues, payable to: Gum Dippers. Your 2021 dues are also due now.

GUM DIPPERS: C/o Russell Burr,
P.O. Box 189

Tarpon Springs, Florida 34688

Any changes to the roster: Address, phone, e-mail address, should also be sent to Russ
(Changes only):
toplinetire@mindspring.com
727-943-8825 PLEASE DO IT PROMPTLY

CHRISTINE KARBIWIAK TO RETIRE
Longtime Bridgestone leader Christine Karbowiak has announced that she will retire after more
than 28 years of service to the company. Karbowiak, who joined Bridgestone as senior counsel
for its retail operations unit in 1992, will continue to serve in her current roles as executive vice
president, executive officer, chief sustainability officer and executive vice president, chief
administrative officer, until the end of 2020.She also will continue to serve as a member of
Bridgestone’s global executive committee and as a member of the executive committee of
Bridgestone Americas through the end of the year.
During her career, Karbowiak has advanced to several roles with Bridgestone. She was named
chief administrative officer and executive vice president of Bridgestone Americas in 2010 and
became the company’s chief risk officer the following year, with oversight of communications,
government affairs and other functions. In 2011, she was named a vice president and officer of
Bridgestone Corp. and was named to the Tokyo, Japan-based tiremaker’s global executive
committee three years later.
Karbowiak was named executive vice president and executive officer in 2019. She also serves on
Bridgestone Americas’ board of directors, as well as the board of Bridgestone China Asia
Pacific. “Chris leaves an indelible mark on our company, past, present and future,” says Paolo
Ferrari, CEO and president of Bridgestone Americas.

URGENT MESSAGE
OUR MEMBERSHIP IS BECOMING STABLE, HELP US OUT
EDITORS NOTE: THE COMMITTEE HAS DECIDED TO MAKE THE FIRST
YEARS DUES FREE SO ASK YOUR FRIENDS TO JUST FILL OUT THE APPLICATION
AND SEND IT IN. No First-year dues required.
Thanks to members who share the interests of communicating with old friends and days
gone by, we have a strong membership. However, it is stabilizing and no longer growing,
although we had a significant increase this year as a result of having a Facebook Group which
has brought in many new members. For us to remain healthy and continue to grow or even exist,
we need YOU to find new members. Please review your roster, which is published once a
year in April and look for the people who are not on it that you think you should contact and
call them yourselves and tell them how to join…we need new members now! Tell them to go
to www.gumdippers.net to download an application or copy the one at the end of this
newsletter.

YOUR 2021 DUES ARE NOW DUE! $20.00.
HELP! HELP! HELP! Since we started producing this expanded Newsletter in its’ current form
fifteen years ago and began asking for members to write us, we have had thousands of letters to
the Editor. It is the most popular and important section of the newsletter. Your Editor is
dismayed and must report that the letters are slowing down to a trickle, especially for the winter
issue so let’s get back to work with those pens and paper. Your fellow members look forward to
them. We get them all year…it seems we don’t get them for the fall newsletter. You should have
a lot to write about after the reunion. Email to rpmucciolo@gmail.com or mail to RP
Mucciolo, 632 Edgewater Drive #532, Dunedin, FL 34698.

Firestone Building Products Prescott Plant celebrates 50th anniversary
The Firestone Building Products plant in Prescott, Arkansas celebrated 50 years in operation this
year. The plant is responsible for the production of critical solutions for our contractor and
roofing customers, including EPDM roofing membrane, flashing and seam tape. In fact, the
plant's average annual membrane production would wrap the Earth more than 3 times if placed
end-to-end!
The facility has quintupled in size in its 50 years under Firestone. Since its initial construction in
1964 by a previous owner, the facility has undergone expansions in every decade, growing from
its original 142,000 square feet to 710,000 square feet today. Notable updates include the twophase expansion to accommodate seam tape manufacturing in 1995 and 2003, and the addition of
the new distribution center in 2007.
"The Prescott Firestone Building Products Plant has been a fixture in the Southwest Arkansas
community since its establishment, and we are proud of our dedicated team who work hard every
day to provide quality products for our customers," said Kevin Ward, Prescott Plant Manager.
"This historic milestone would not be possible without the commitment to excellence of our
employees.
This historic milestone could not have been accomplished without the dedicated work of current
and former teammates. The facility is the largest employer in Nevada County with 654
Teammates, a number of which have worked at the plant for 30 years or more. Teammate Bill
Gossett, a Primer Operator at the Prescott plant, has been with the company for 50 years.
"I've provided for my family because of this facility for more than 50 years. I've been able to pay
college tuition for my children," said Bill. "I have thought about retiring, but I keep saying – not
yet."
Thank you to all Prescott teammates past and present who have been part of our FSBP
community for the past 50 years.

Bridgestone launches new “Solutions for your journey” global brand tagline
Bridgestone is evolving its business to become a global leader in sustainable mobility and
advanced solutions. As a part of this evolution, Bridgestone Global CEO Shu Ishibashi recently
unveiled "Solutions for your journey", a new brand message and global tagline for the
Bridgestone brand. The new tagline supports the company's Mid-Long Term Business Strategy
Framework and signals the company's vision to become a sustainable solutions company by
2050.
Effective immediately, the "Solutions for your journey" tagline should replace the previous
Bridgestone brand tagline, "Your Journey, Our Passion" in all BSAM marketing and
communications materials. "Solutions for your journey" will be used globally in all markets
where Bridgestone has sales, manufacturing and R&D operations to strengthen the company's
position as a truly global company with a focus on delivering tires and diversified products as a
solution.
This new tagline is the most visible element of a broader evolution of the Bridgestone Global
Brand Identity.

Bridgestone unveils A Layered Journey sustainability campaign
A new global campaign, with dedicated microsite, has been launched that takes visitors through
the Bridgestone natural rubber value chain to demonstrate how the company is implementing
sustainable and responsible practices. In A Layered Journey, Bridgestone highlights ways the
company is incorporating sustainability in its value chain with a focus on its commitment to
sustainable procurement of natural rubber.
The campaign travels from the forest where rubber trees are tapped for latex, continues through
production where recycled materials are incorporated into new tires, toward innovation that can
extend product lifecycles and uncover circular uses for materials. It is also a call to action for
partners to work together with Bridgestone to implement sustainable solutions that have a
positive impact for people and nature.
"At Bridgestone, we believe that sustainability is a journey and we are continually striving to
improve year by year and layer by layer as we advance toward our goal of 100 percent
sustainable materials by 2050 and beyond. This journey is one we share with our stakeholders,
including teammates, suppliers, customers, partners and the communities we serve," said TJ
Higgins (a speaker at one of our previous reunions), Bridgestone Corporation Global Chief
Business Strategic Officer.
Procurement is one of the Management Fundamentals of our social responsibility
commitment, Our Way to Serve. Please watch the short video below and visit A Layered
Journey to learn more about the ways in which Bridgestone is achieving positive impacts for
people and the environment across the company's natural rubber value chain.

Start Your Engines: Music City Grand Prix bringing NTT INDYCAR
SERIES to Nashville streets in 2021
Music City is gearing up for a new tune in 2021 – the sound of 700 horsepower engines charging
through the streets of downtown!
The Music City Grand Prix has been announced as the newest NTT INDYCAR SERIES race
and will debut August 6-8, 2021 in downtown Nashville. This three-day international festival of
speed and sound will be staged on a temporary grand prix circuit on city streets and around the
Nissan Stadium campus. The weekend promises to deliver fans the best that Nashville has to
offer, including live music performances by top artists, best-in-class culinary experiences and
more.
Nissan Stadium will serve as the paddock for a 2.17-mile temporary circuit that will run across
the Korean Veterans Memorial Bridge into downtown and back, making the Music City Grand
Prix one of the only current events in motorsports to cross over a body of water. It will have 11
turns and plenty of straightaways that allow drivers to pass. The event will create an exhilarating
experience for both drivers and fans alike, as well as serve as a hometown showcase for the highperforming Firestone Firehawk race tires that Bridgestone proudly supplies to the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES.
"As a company with a very personal connection to the city of Nashville and more than a century
of history in Indy car racing, Bridgestone Americas is extremely excited to welcome the Music
City Grand Prix to our hometown," said Chris Karbowiak, Chief Administrative Officer and
Executive Vice President, Bridgestone Americas. "We have seen firsthand how this community
embraces its local sports, teams and events, and a thrilling NTT INDYCAR SERIES street race
will be another unique opportunity to showcase this vibrant, growing city."
The Music City Grand Prix marks a fresh start for the NTT INDYCAR SERIES in its return to
Middle Tennessee, where it previously held races from 2001-2008 at Nashville Superspeedway.
With Firestone set to continue its longstanding role as the sole tire supplier for the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES through 2025, this exciting event will be a unique opportunity for the brand
to welcome the sport back to our hometown. Learn more about the Music City Grand Prix
at www.musiccitygp.com, and stay tuned to The Bridge for more details in the months ahead.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU –LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We like hearing from our members. If you have anything you would like to tell your fellow Gum
Dippers, drop us a line and we will get it in our newsletter. Let us know in addition to obituaries,
about moves, weddings, trips, graduations, children, grandchildren, major anniversaries, new
careers or suggestions for the reunion….mail or e-mail to:
RITCH MUCCIOLO, EDITOR 727-773-9017 632 Edgewater Drive #532,
Dunedin, Florida 34698-6932 e-mail: rpmucciolo@gmail.com or use snail mail.
OFFICIAL WEBSITE:

http://www.gumdippersnet

WE GET LETTERS
Re: Robert Warren Koenig passing.
My father recently passed away and he was a close friend and co-worker to Mr. Don Olson. I know
Mr. Olson passed in 2019 and I was fortunate to have met him several times over the years. My
father was with Firestone for 37 years. He asked that we notify the Gum Dippers on his passing.
Thank you. I have enclosed his obituary. My Dad lived with me and my sister Kathy the past 4
years here in Clearwater. Sincerely, Bridget Ferdinand, 2207 Springrain Dr, Clearwater, FL
33763.
Dear Russ. Having received your Summer 2020 Newsletter, I am passing along sad information
of the passing of Jerry Lemasters. (Editors note: The passing and obituary of Jerry was posted
in the Spring 2020 Newsletter). Jerry was an avid and regular fan of the Gum Dipper Reunions.
In fact, Jerry and Bill Vorih attended the 2019 October Gum Dipper Event and you took a photo
of Jerry, Bill Vorih and wife Cindy, together with me and my wife Norma Jean. The common
denominator is that Jerry, Bill and myself all worked in the International Technical Center in
Rome, Italy. In particular, Jerry was an integral part of my compounding groups-both in Akron
and later in Rome. We ill miss Jerry and will also miss the 2020 Reunion due to Covid19. We must
look forward to October of 2021. Thank you for doing a great job with all Gum Dipper Reunion
Activities. Sincerely, Jerry Eigenfeld….
Dear Mr. Burr, Greetings! I am pleased to join the Gum Dippers a tremendous organization. I’m
paying my dues for multiple years, please, including last year as I retired in 2018. Thank you,
Steven John Akey

Hi Ritch & Chris,
Betty here! So sad have to unpack my suite case! We will miss everyone! We always had so
much fun at the reunion! Tell the committee hello for us! Hope we get to go next yr. Hope you
two are doing well! We are so far! Going to Dr's and grocery store and that's it! Take care my
friends! We will miss you, Betty and Eli ( Neidert)
Dear Ritch,
I regret to inform the Gum Dippers that Lyle passed away on November 4. He always spoke
highly of your group and all the good times he had at your reunions.
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions.
Lynn Walters, Lyle’s son-in-law, 925-997-3971

IN MEMORIAM
KOENIG, ROBERT “BOB” 92, passed away at his home in Clearwater, FL on August 7,
2020. He was born in Elmhurst, IL and attended schools there including Elmhurst College,
eventually graduating from the University of California in 1951. He served in the Army from
during the Korean war. Upon returning from the war he found employment as a gas island
attendant with Firestone in Oak Park, IL. His career led to management and in 1955 he became
store manager at Kankakee, IL for two years after which he was transferred to Gary, Indiana as
store manager for the next two years and finally to Store Supervisor in Milwaukee. Another
promotion in 1966 made him the District Manager. He became Manager of Stores in the USA in
1968 (at which point your editor finally met him), eventually in 1973 he became District
Manager in Seattle, retiring there in 1987 after 34 years with Firestone. He married Joy Jean
Meincke on January 21, 1954 who predeceased him in December 2002 after 48 years. At the age
of 88 he moved east to Clearwater, FL to be closer to his family and attended some reunions. He
was a lifelong golfer. He is survived by three daughters and their spouses, nine grandchildren
and six great grandchildren.
JENSON, LYLE C. passed away on November 4, 2020 in California. Unfortunately we could
not find an Obituary prior to this mailing.
OUR OFFICIAL INFORMATION WEBSITE IS
www.gumdippers.net the web site contains links to all recent newsletters from which you may
view or print, information about the Gum Dippers, a membership application, and contact
information, an e-mail link to the GumDippers, and photos from our reunions. You can also get
an application for membership at the site for friends and potential members.
We DO NOT post our membership roster on-line for the obvious privacy concerns. Our roster is
furnished to active members in print form only and is attached to OUR APRIL newsletter. It is
not intended to be used for commercial use or soliciting.

THE “GUMDIPPERS” ON FACEBOOK
The Gum Dippers is a social network of retirees and friends of Bridgestone Americas and its
subsidiaries including the former Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, Firestone Complete Auto
Care, Tires Plus, Total Car Care and various manufacturing and distribution operations in
addition to all Bridgestone operations..

WE NOW HAVE OUR OWN GROUP ON FACEBOOK,
log in to https://www.facebook.com/groups/Gumdippers
Sign up now to be up to date daily on Gum Dipper and Bridgestone/Firestone
activities….remember, we welcome all former BFS employees to this group in hopes they
will join THE GUM DIPPERS
Open a Facebook account—if you don’t already have one—is easy and free. You just need to
go to Facebook.com and follow instructions. (Naturally, you have to first have a Facebook
account before you can join the Gum Dippers group on Facebook.)

FIRESTONE MAGAZINE AVAILABLE TO YOU
All Former Firestone employees are eligible to receive:
Retail: “What’s in Store” Leslie Boehms, boehmsleslie@bfusa.com

ANOTHER GUM DIPPER WEBSITE:
To sign up and/or log onto one of the Firestone Gum Dipper Websites, go to:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Gumdippers CHECK IT OUT! You will find the current
newsletter posted on it along with Firestone photos, reunion photos and photos of members who
have signed up on the website. For additional information, contact: Bob O’Brien 115 Geers
Drive Lebanon, TN 37087 rjobox277@aol.com
Bob has set up and handles the website including all the data input

YOUR GUM DIPPER COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN:
Ritch Mucciolo (Chris)
Newsletter: Editor, writer & producer (727) 773-9017 rpmucciolo@gmail.com
CO-CHAIR:
Emily Lance
Reunion Hotel, Banquets & Prizes (615-942-6533) emily.lance@comcast.net
TREASURER:
Russ Burr, please advise him on any roster changes. (Holly)
Dues, Finance & Roster (727) 943-8825 toplinetire@mindspring.com
SECRETARY:
Dave Wonsetler (www.gumdippers.net) (Mabel)
Newsletter Publication, Photographer (813) 324-8273 dmwonsetler@yahoo.com
Reunion gifts, planning and organization.
REUNION HOSPITALITY SET UP AND ARRANGEMENTS:
Bob & Sue Meyer: chairpersons ((941) 456-8131) rhmeyer1@outlook.com
Russ Burr: Beverages (727) 943-8825 toplinetire@mindspring.com
ORATOR:
Vin Donovan (239) 362-2497 Ann donovan64@comcast.net
SPECIAL EVENTS:
John & Glenna Johnsen (727)-365-1151 jjohnsen1@live.com

COMUNICATIONS:
Deb Palmer George (615) 418-5066 deb@palmersolutions
Dennis George

(615) 541-8506 dennisgeorge@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP:
Joe DePaolis Chairman

(585) 385-5682

1958psu@gmail.com

OUR “Whatever happened to?” columnist
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:
Sue & Tom Markferding (352) 368-6739 tom11164@cox.net
INTERNATIONAL LIAISON:
Gary & Rhonda Ferestad (352) 326-9940 GRFERESTAD@gmail.com
DIRECTORS:
Nancy & Jim Spencer nana.spencer@verizon.net 727-207-8076
Sandra & Richard White 813-973-3045 swhite53@MSM.com
Harris & Sally Brown (727) 393-0575
Don Krumich

(407) 314-3536 thetireguy2@yahoo.come18

Lorrie Lombard (727) 595-1242
www.gumdippers.net the web site contains links to all recent newsletters from which you may
view or print, information about the Gum Dippers, a membership application, and contact
information, an e-mail link to the GumDippers, and photos from our reunions. You can also get
an application for membership at this site for friends and potential members.
We DO NOT post our membership roster on-line for the obvious privacy concerns. Our roster is
furnished to active members in print form only and is attached to OUR APRIL newsletter. It is
not intended to be used for commercial use or soliciting.

The GumDippers
2021 - Our 41st Year

Welcome to the GumDippers, an association
formed to allow Bridgestone employees, both retired and
approaching retirement stay in touch with old friends.
Annual dues for 2021 is $20 per couple
Full Name______________________________________________
Spouse_________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________
City______________________State__________Zip_____________
Home Phone:_______________Cell Phone:_____________________
E-mail Address___________________________________________
How did you hear about the GumDippers? ________________________
Background Information (Optional but encouraged)
Are you still working? ____________ If not, when did you retire? _________
If presently working, where? ____________________________________
Bridgestone Anniversary date? ______________ Years of service? __________
Last position held? ______________________ Where? ______________

Annual dues are $20.00 (including spouse) for 2021
MAIL APPLICATION TO:
The GumDippers c/o MR. RUSSELL BURR
P.O. BOX 189 TARPON SPRINGS, FL. 34688

